
August L,2OO9

GeneralJames L. Jones
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear General Jones:

We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, wish to commend President Obama for his
commitment to facilitating public input into critical national issues. We appreciate your request to the
Public lnterest Declassification Board (PIDB) that it provide a forum for public input on the review
ordered by the President of Executive Order L2958, as amended, "Classified National Security
Information." By hosting an on-line blog and by holding a public hearing, the PIDB has provided
important opportunities for the public to submit recommendations for revisions to the Order as the
review moves forward.

Such early input is no substitute for an opportunity to comment on exact revision language. In order to
sustain a truly open and transparent process for revising a critical national policy that touches the lives
of every American, we request that, prior to your presenting the President with a final set of
recommendations for his consideration, the public be given an opportunity, through publication in the
Federal Register or similar means, to provide comment on the actual language of the proposed
Executive Order revisions.

Soliciting input on the front end of the review process is commendable. However, the opportunity to
comment on how that input is translated into policy is the true measure of transparency, participation
and coffaboration promised by the President on January 2t,2009. Furthermore, an opportunity for
public comment will help improve the final product; in 1993, public disclosure of a near-final draft of the
executive order on classified national security information elicited substantial public commentary and
contributed to significant revisions of Executive Order 12958 prior to its formal promulgation by
President Clinton.

We believe this recommended approach best serves the President and, most importantly, the nation. lt
is also consistent with, if not essential to, the President's commitment to make his administration the
most open and transparent in history. Furthermore, we are pleased to note that in its letter to you of
luly 2t,2009, in endorsing this recommendation, the PIDB recognized the importance of giving the
public an opportunity to comment on the final draft of a new or revised Executive Order before it is
signed by the President.

Sincerely,

Patrice McDermott
OpenThe Government.org

Steven Aftergood
Federation of American Scientists

Anne Weismann Gary D. Bass
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington OMB Watch



Meredith Fuchs
National Security Archive

MichaelGerman
American Civil Liberties Union

Mark P. Cohen J. William Leonard
Government Accountability Project Leonardtown, MD

Lee White DanielJ. Metcalfe
National Coalition for History Collaboration on Government Secrecy

Marilyn Fitterman Mary Treacy
Feminists for Free Expression MN Coalition on Government lnformation

Dave Aeikens Angela Canterbury
Society of Professional Journalists Public Citizen

Danielle Brian Lynne E. Bradley
Project on Government oversight American Library Association

Jeanni Atkins Mary Alice Baish
Mississippi Center for Freedom of Information American Association of Law Libraries

Sharon Bradford Franklin Elizabeth Goitein
The Constitution Project The Brennan Center for Justice

David L. Sobel
Electronic Frontier Foundation


